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Asbury Theological Seminary-Florida 
OT 611 Exegesis of Exodus  
Spring 2003 
 
Instructor: Brian D. Russell    Prerequisites: IBS-1/OT501/OT520 
Phone: 407-482-7660 
brian_russell@asburyseminary.edu 
 
 
Exodus is a foundational book in the Christian Bible.  In it, two of the Old 
Testament principal salvific events (Exodus and Sinai) are narrated.  In light of 
these developments, a theological profile of Israel as the people of God is presented.  
We also will find a multi-faceted portrait of God as we enter into the narrative-
world of Exodus. 
 
As many of you know, Exodus as a whole and Exodus 15:1-21 in particular were the 
focus of much of my doctoral studies.  I love the book of Exodus, and I look forward 
to studying it with you for next several months. 
 
As described in the Catalog, students should expect to spend 2.5-3 hours outside of 
class for every hour in class.  Thus, through the course of a semester, a student 
should average 7.5 – 9.0 hours per week outside of class time in preparation for this 
class.  Please plan your schedules accordingly. 
 
I. Course description 
This course explores selected exegetical issues in the Book of Exodus and provides 
students with opportunities to apply original-language tools to the book’s strategic 
passages. The focus will be on developing appropriate interpretive skills for the pastoral 
ministry.  
 
II. Course objectives (Shared by OT department) 
 
Upon successful completion of this course, each participant will be able to:  
 
A. confirm and refine by recourse to the Hebrew text of Exodus literary analysis of 
longer units previously studied in translation,  
 
B. analyze the significance of the grammar and sentence structure of brief pericopes 
using primarily the Hebrew text,  
 
C. present the significance of key terms in a given passage by using basic original 
language word-study tools and techniques,  
 
D. identify the function of a given, brief passage of Exodus in the framework of its 
immediate context, its function in the literary flow of the book and in the section of the 
canon within which it appears,  
 
E. situate the thematic emphases of specific passages of Exodus in the context of the Old 
Testament’s unfolding message and in the context of the Bible as a whole,  
 
F. demonstrate the impact of representative exegetical methods on the study of Exodus, 
employing relevant scholarly literature, and situating one’s own interpretation in the 
ongoing discussion of biblical interpretation,  
 
G. illustrate the contribution of exegetical study of the Hebrew text to biblical exposition, 
instruction, theological reflection, and spiritual formation in order to construct an 
appropriation of the passage that is integrative and coherent.  
 
III. Course procedures and requirements  
 
A. Class presentations will model direct study of Exodus, relying primarily on 
interpretive skills introduced in OT 501 and IBS-1. After a survey of the contents and 
issues in the interpretation of Exodus has been completed, class sessions will walk 
systematically through the units of Exodus, highlighting specific passages that make 
notable contributions to the meaning of each unit. Grammatical, linguistic, historical, 
literary, and theological details of selected passages will be highlighted in order to 
illustrate the chosen pericope’s contribution to the message of the larger unit. Students 
will be required to read selected sections of Exodus in preparation for each class period.  
A short assignment will accompany each selection that highlights the use of a particular 
exegetical skill. 
 
B.  Students will prepare a critical book review of Exodus and Revolution.  Specific 
directions will follow. 
 
C. Students will write two exegetical papers on assigned texts from Exodus, utilizing the 
skills acquired in OT 501 and IBS-1. These papers should be double-spaced, typed, and 
no more than four pages (Times New Roman, 1” margin, 12 type) in length. The paper 
will essentially provide answers to the following questions: 1) What is the subject of this 
text?, 2) What is said about the subject?, 3) What is the purpose of what is said?  (More 
specific instructions will be provided at the time of the assignments) The paper should 
present the student’s observations of the text’s components, including causal and 
temporal particles, connotations of the verbal derived stems and aspects, significance of 
word order, and where appropriate, implications of a specific word’s usage elsewhere in 
the Old Testament. Also where appropriate to the specific pericope, students should show 
sensitivity to socio-historical, canonical, and theological issues arising from the text 
itself.  Students may turn as many of these projects as they wish.  In such cases, I will 
“count” only the two highest scores. 
 
D. Students will write a final paper on a pericope to be chosen from the list that will be 
provided later in the term.  The purpose of this paper is to the provide the student an 
opportunity to synthesize his or her newly acquired skills by allowing a direct 
demonstration of them. Secondary sources may be consulted, beginning with the 
preliminary bibliography provided at the end of the syllabus. The paper should also 
conclude in a brief sermon outline or lesson plan based on the specific observations 
raised in the paper. These papers should be double-spaced, typed, and no more than ten 
pages (Times New Roman, 1” margins, 12 type) in length.  
 
IV. Textbooks 
 
 A. Required specifically for OT 611. 
 
John I. Durham.  Exodus. WBC. Waco: Word, 1987. 
 
Terrence E. Fretheim.  Exodus.  Interpretation.  Louisville: Westminster John 
Knox, 1991.  
  
Michael Walzer.  Exodus and Revolution 
 
 
 B. Required in previous courses (OT 501). 
 
 Arnold, Bill and John Choi. "Guide for the Perplexed": Hebrew Syntax for 
Pastors and Students. Unpublished text.  Copies will be available for 
student use. 
 
Elliger, K., and W. Rudolph, eds. Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1967-77. 
 
Holladay, William L. A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old 
Testament Based upon the Lexical Work of Ludwig Koehler and Walter 
Baumgartner. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1971.  
 
Scott, William R. A Simplified Guide to BHS. Berkley, Calif.: BIBAL, 1987. 
 
Seow, C. L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew. Rev. ed. Nashville: Abingdon, 
1995. 
   
 C. Recommended: 
  BibleWorks 4.0 or 5.0 (Hermeneutika) 
 
 D. Recommended Commentaries and Studies: 
  See attached bibliography  
 
V. Student evaluation 
 
 A. Short Assignments      20% 
 B. Book Review of Exodus and Revolution   15% 
 C. Exegetical Papers (two highest grades)   25% 
 D. Final paper       40% 
 
Selected Passages for final paper: TBA – but may be negotiated with instructor. 
 
Students who submit all work on time and attend every class (no exceptions) will receive 
an increase of one grade level (i.e., B+ ? A-). 
 
VI. Outline of Unit Topics 
 
The course is divided into 13 units, each of which will occupy about a week of class time. 
Students will be required to read the assigned sections of the biblical text, complete a 
brief assignment(except for the five class meetings on which the exegetical papers are 
due), and read the relevant portions of the commentaries in preparation for each class 
period. 
 
1.  Introduction to the Study of the Exodus. Complete Reading of articles in 
ABD and introductions in the two assigned commentaries.  
2  Exodus 1-2 Demonstration of Exegetical Method 
3  Exodus 3-6  (Grammatical Analysis of Exod 6:2-9 Due) 
4 Exodus 7-11 (Abbreviated Word Study Due – Pharaoh’s Hard Heart)    
5 Exodus 12:1-13:16 (Narrative as Liturgy) 
6 Exodus 13:17-15:1-21 (Compositional Criticism)  
7 Exodus 15:22-18:27 (17:1-17) 
8 Exodus 19 (Exegesis Paper 1 Due: Exod 19:3-6) 
9 Exodus 20 (Exegesis Paper 2 Due: 20:8-11) 
10 Exodus 21-24 (Exegesis Paper 3 Due: 21:1-11)  
11 Exodus 32-34 (Exegesis Paper 4 Due: Exod 32:7-14) 
12 Exodus 25-31, 35-40 (Exegesis Paper 5 Due) 
13 Exodus in Tradition (Overview of OT and NT appropriation)  
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